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Habakkuk 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Habakkuk; possibly means “one who embraces” 

 Nothing known of Habakkuk, except that which can be inferred from the book; it may be that he was well-

known, since he opens simply with “the prophet Habakkuk” as a means to introduce himself 

 Internal evidence makes it likely that the time of ministry and writing was around 620 B.C. and later 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Habakkuk prophesied during the final days of the Assyrian Empire and around the time of Babylon’s rise to 

world dominance under Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar 

 Babylon overthrew Nineveh in 612 B.C. and then defeated the Assyrians at Haran and Carchemish, gaining 

dominance in the process 

 King of Egypt was assisting Assyria and fought against Judah; King Josiah was killed in battle at Megiddo; 

upon his death, the nation of Judah resorted to evil ways, causing Habakkuk to lament God’s silence and 

wonder about His lack of action 

 Opening verses indicate that there is no justice in the land; violence and wickedness were everywhere; the 

people began to cry out for God’s intervention 

The Message of the Book of Habakkuk 

 The theme of the book  

 God can be trusted to do what is right in judging his people, Judah and then in bringing about their ultimate 

salvation and restoration. 

 Contents of the book 

 The first disputation (1:2–11) 

 The prophet’s question (1:2–4) 

 Why aren’t you doing anything about the wickedness in the land of Judah? 

 God’s response (1:5–11) 

 I am going to do something about it; I’m sending the Babylonians 

 The second disputation (1:12–2:20) 

 The prophet’s question (1:12–2:1) 

 How can you use the Babylonians to judge when Babylon is more wicked than Judah? 

 God’s response (2:2–20) 

 I’ll punish the Babylonians after I have punished Judah 

 This section contains a series of five “woe” oracles against Babylon. 

 Woe for plundering other nations (2:6–8) 
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 Woe for greed (2:9–11) 

 Woe for violence (2:12–14) 

 Woe for immorality and debauchery (2:15–17) 

 Woe for idolatry (2:18–20) 

 Habakkuk’s prayer (3:1–19) 

 Prayer for God to act on Israel’s behalf 

 Statement of confidence that God can be trusted no matter what (3:16-19); it’s easy to praise God when 

things are going well 

 Key concepts/applications in Habakkuk 

 God’s sovereignty over the nations 

 Lament and questioning God 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


